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Gustavo Rodrigues helps Jennifer Egbert edit video at White Pine Middle School on Wednesday morning. 
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Brazilian 
university 
students 
teach 
local 
children 
about 
technology 



By EmMe H. Wheeler 

staff writer 

RICHMOND— If any- 
thing, Gustavo 
Rodrigues has learned 
thai noi every American is 
the same. 

The Brazilian university 
student, who has been in 
Cache Valley for the past 
four months, speaks English 
well. He can get around a 
ornputar faster than most 
and is majoring in business 
and informational systems. 

So, possibly the most 
important thing the well- 
rounded Rodrigues will take 



back to Brazil with him (his 
month is uniqueness. 

I've learned to respect 
more the differences in peo- 
ple,"' he said, standing in the 
While fine Middle School 
classroom where he has spent 
almost every morning for the 
past few months. 

Rodrigues is one of five 
Students from the Universi- 
dade Estadual Paulisla in 
Bauru, Brazil, who have been 
exchanged with eight Utah 
State University students this 
semester. The exchange is 
part of a four-school U.S.- 
Brazil Higher Education 
Consortium that focuses on 



education and technology by 
putting university students in 
local schools working on 
technology projects. 

Learning about other cul- 
tures is one of the key 
aspects in the program that 
also focuses on technology 
training, said Rich West, 
executive director of USU's 
Center for the School of the 
Future. The center oversees 
the exchange program, which 
is funded through U.S. and 
Brazilian governments. The 
University of Georgia- Athens 
and the Universidade Federal 
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do Ceara in Fortaleza, Brazil, 
are also participating. 

"One of the important objecr 
tivcs of this project is to create 
important and last i ng refati 01 1 
sliips across these countries " 
■West said, a days&te ■ 
mining from helping with 
vera! projects . during six ', 
,vecfe i n Bnun;. . 

W hile t he exchange !>as 
changed the lives of those who 
have '-traveled 6,9.00 miles for 
; |he gxperienceV'it. has allis ■. 

changed die school year - for 
I several classes in the valley. , . 
&$h-excktngc stu$em t$& ; 
oAed oa one (or mdre) pro- 
jects within a local school, 
Rodiigucs helped with a video 
exchange ptojc< 1 wirh ow 
White Nne djasi^ vitlcfc> broad- 
Casts mil. another an$ftas 
interviewed teachers around 
the valley aboutilechnoj.qgy in 
die: classroom.. 

At Mount Lc gam FMago 
Ljna has worked wnb science 
teacher Eric Newell -s. cJa'ssstli is ■- 
class 
undh 
ich 

LmaVbelp, 
ct up a video cQp.rerencc 
■x sinlilaivaged class in 
Brazil, 

■ "Students are able to col. - 
pare what they're doing herb 
with-. what Students arc doing in 
the §outhef/n Hemisphere," 



/stems, um 

year of physics 

iky View I li 

unentaiy arid Ed 

' .been ■ 

relationship; 

idols in Brazil because 

■the exchange students. They ' ve 

been e nialling antl asking . 

questions to each other in real 
hi 



dent intei-pretons and video 
eorferciices; 

' 't here was a 20-minute 
video wnere students were 
: ~ .plaining the Brazilian gov- 
ernmentaridissucs in their 
society," West said. 

In turn, a Cache Valley class 
made a Halloween video about 
what the holiday is like in : 

America- . . 

" They know a 'lot more about 
American culture than Ameri- 
cas J^waboiat Bi^azii; West 
said. "But much of what they 
know is not deskiptive c>.f the 
typical American .„ ifs more -of 
a movie American." . 

iiin Smith, technology 
director at the Center for the 
School of the Future, said he's- 
noticed many of the Brazilians 



ate ama/ed (hat so many resi- 
dents of ••this small valley in 
Utah" speak their language. 
They' re also impressed' by the 
small class sizes, he said 
laughing. 

^Everything's relative," he 
said. "Poverty is -a relative 
thing." 

Every Brazilian student took 
a video production class, a mul- 
ticultural class and has worked 
with a local school. Each has 
also takeii 1 one; elective class, 
Smith catd. 

While coming to the end of . 
illis program, Rodrigues said 
the fl.mef K;an ktds he's been 
woikmg w jth have leaujed • • 
much about l .ieiv South \iuen- 
n counter p;,rfs. 
IaryAnn Giddings^ abroad 




elass. 

"The kids Jove hi m," she 
said. "He has taught some , won- 
derful lessons on video, confer- 
ences." 

in Giddings ' class, Rodrigues 
has helped the kids broadcast 
the Pine Time Mews, a school- 
wide news show. 

James. Hodgson, a ise venth- 
gradei who Mas worked closely 
with Rodrigues thi , vear. said 
the Brazilian v. to worked for 
Microsoft in Brazil ins < spe- 
cially helped with filming and 

"And, he s just fun to be 
around," James said 
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